TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP

ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN
MINUTES OF MAY 10, 2005

TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT, MICHIGAN

Present:  Russell, Colvin, Rosenkranz, King, Parker and Thompson

Absent:  Gaskell

Others:  Sullivan, Briggs

Audience:  4

1. Meeting called to order at 7:30 PM

2. Minutes.  Motion by Russell and seconded to approve the minutes of April 12, 2005 as presented.  Motion passes 6-0.  Minutes approved.

3. Communications.  Planner Program beginning in September, but none of the TLT commission members are eligible to attend.

4. Concerns of the Public.  There were none.  Sullivan inquired as to the legality of the Blue Pelican signs.  Briggs was already investigating. 

5. Status of the A-Ga-Ming Lakeview Ridge construction project.  The site plan has been approved, with all conditions being met, except the issue of the location of the fire tanks.  The developer needs to come up with a location Chief Dawson can approve.

Briggs has sent a letter to the owner of Sneak Inn’s regarding the status of the legal nonconforming use of the restaurant.  Because the township “grand fathered” the legal nonconforming use in 1992 while Molly Malone’s, and because the current owner has been trying to lease the building and has made improvements during this time, the legal nonconforming use will be allowed to resume.  During the meeting, it is mentioned that the addition of more parking would make the site less nonconforming.

Colvin reports on the April ZBA meeting regarding their interpretation of the Zoning Ordinance.  They found that, because it is considered a commercial activity, weekly rentals are not allowed in R1, R2 and R3 zones.

6. Land Use Maps.  Sullivan reviews maps with the Commission.  His suggestions include:  1.  Expanding the Timber boundaries and including larger parcels with less density, and possibly renaming it “Environmental District.”  2.  Retaining residential along the lakeshore, except in park and recreational areas.  3.  Village zone remaing a mix of commercial and residential.  It is pointed out that, as the ordinance currently exists, a realistic build out of 4,800 dwellings is possible.  It is suggested that the Commission come up with 2 or 3 alternative plans of their wishes first and then invite the public for their opinion.  Briggs suggests Sullivan do new build outs for Ag and Timber districts, with Ag having 2-acre parcels and Timber having 5-acre parcels, with and without clustering.  Sullivan is given the ok to generate completed maps.  The Commission is asked to look at the Land Use Plan in conjunction with the previous citizen survey and come to June’s meeting with their thoughts and suggestions.  Sullivan suggests Briggs generate a Notice of Intent to develop a Future Land Use Plan and send to Antrim County and surrounding townships within the next few weeks.  

7. Concerns of the Commission.  1.  Thompson questions status of curb work at Sonny’s Market.  2.  Russell asks Briggs if you can “move dirt” before having a Site Plan?  3.  King asks about moving soil and building it up higher, which may restrict others’view.  Is this a township, DNR, or Soil and Erosion department issue?  Is there anything in TLT regarding this?  King also inquires how he can get an updated map of the township, which includes new streets.  Sullivan replies that the county is preparing to redo digital maps soon.  

8. Russell adjourns the meeting at 9:25 PM

These minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Kathy S. Windiate

Recording Secretary  

